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time; but this is not prophecy, because the re-
sult of scientific calculation based upon a knowl-
edge of the mechanism of the universe. Such
predictions are only like those of an ordinary me-
chanic or machinist, who foretells what will come
out of some complicate contrivance working in ac-
cordance with previously existing laws of motion.
How different is this from the prediction of events
that happen without any such dependence upon
the established laws of nature, such as the birth,
life, and death of an individual, which may or may
not happen at certain specified times ; or the un-
fortunate end of a flourishing city or nation, when
at the time of prediction all appearances and
probabilities were against it ? These things nei-
ther man nor angel can know, because neither
of them is omniscient. Hence it is plain that the
fulfilment of a prophecy is proof of the doctrine
whose truth it was designed to establish.

Jesus Christ himself was truly held to be a
prophet, mighty in word and deed, who proved
his own claims by both. Of the Christian Church
he said it should be founded upon a rock, and
the powers of hell should not prevail against it,
when as yet it had no distinctive existence. How
now is this verified by the history intervening be-
tween his time and ours ? Behold! a vast conti-
nent not then discovered, all studded with the
monuments of its glory. Here is a vast territory,
of the existence of which no one for a long time
after Christ ever dreamed, all under its mighty
influence, whence issue perennial gospel streams
to irrigate the world. Was there ever such a won-